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Orlando “O-Dog” Hudson was born on December 12,  

 

Rick Drawdy settled in Darlington with his parents, Harvey and Merle Drawdy, and older 

brother, Stanley, when he was only six weeks old. Two younger sisters, Tami and Tiffni, 

completed the Drawdy family in the years that followed. Rick is a 1976 graduate of St. John’s 

High School and played baseball and football. The football team won region championships 

during Rick’s junior and senior years. Rick earned his BA in Mathematics from Francis Marion 

University and in 1980 began his teaching career at Rosenwald High School in Society Hill. He 

also married Ann Williams of Darlington and they have two children, Will and Bethany. 

Rick’s coaching career spans over four decades in baseball and football. He was the head 

baseball coach at St. John’s High School and Darlington High School from 1986-2000 with 198 

wins and 77 losses. In 1995, St. John’s won the AAA State Baseball Championship with a roster 

that included Orlando Hudson and Brian Scott. Coach Drawdy’s teams won seven region 

championships, nine lower state championships and were in the playoffs 14 consecutive years. 

Rick was the Region Baseball Coach of the Year eight times and the AAA Baseball Coach of the 

Year in 1989 and 1995. Coach Drawdy’s players throughout the years included Will Lewis, 

Robby Kirven, Travis Byrnes and Lee Andrews and he is humbled and honored to watch his 

legacy of players as they lead in the community as adults. 

Coach Drawdy’s dream job was to be the Athletics Director at Darlington High School so he 

went back to school for his Master’s Degree in Sports Science and Management. In 2003, Rick 

ventured outside the district to gain experience in sports administration, but returned home to 

Darlington High School in 2007 as the Athletics Director. His lifelong dream had come true! In 

his nearly seven years as the Falcons AD, the programs and facilities began to take shape.  Rick 

was involved in the construction of the on-campus football stadium/track and remodeling the 

gym. He was instrumental in acquiring new wrestling mats, track equipment and upgrading the 

weight room. Rick was named the Region 6-AAA Athletics Director of the Year in 2009 and 

2010. In 2011, he also created the Hall of Fame he will be enshrined in today. Coach Drawdy 

retired in 2013 after 33.3 years as a teacher, coach and administrator to enjoy life and family. 

The Darlington High School Hall of Fame proudly enshrines its fifth inductee, Coach Rick 

Drawdy, for his contributions on and off the field in Darlington County and beyond on this 

sixteenth day of January, two-thousand and fifteen during halftime of the Darlington Falcons 

versus Hartsville Red Foxes basketball game at the Falcons Nest. 

Rick Drawdy 

Fifth Inductee, Darlington High School Hall of Fame 

Friday, January 16, 2015 - The Falcons Nest 
 


